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A Pacific  Coast  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Friends 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  year,  the  time 
draws  near  for  us  to  discuss  in  our  several  monthly 
meetings  (as  recommended  by  a minute  of  the 
1945  Pacific  Coast  Association  conference)  the 
matter  of  the  formation  of  a west  coast  Yearly 
Meeting.  It  was  the  judgment  of  our  gathering 
last  August  that  each  Friends’  group  involved 
should  discuss  the  matter  fully,  then  send  recom- 
mendations to  the  conference  to  be  held  this  year 
at  Pacific  Oaks  in  Pasadena.  An  orderly  pro- 
cedure might  consist  in  asking  two  or  more  con- 
cerned Friends  to  present  the  matter  to  a special 
session  of  your  monthly  meeting.  Then  each 
monthly  meeting  could  discuss  the  matter  under 
some  of  the  following  heads: 

1.  What  is  the  “manifest  destiny”  of  unpro- 
grammed Quakerism  on  the  west  coast? 

2.  How  may  we  reach  and  put  to  Quaker 
work  the  returning  CPS  men  and  service  men 
disillusioned  with  war? 

3.  Flow  can  we  spread  the  Quaker  ideal  of  a 
way  of  life  on  west  coast  university  campuses? 

4.  How  valuable  would  it  be  for  a continuing 
committee^a  Representative  Meeting — to  guide 
Quaker  work  on  the  west  coast  between  annual 
sessions  of  the  Association?  What  concerns  should 
be  laid  upon  this  committee? 

5.  How  can  v/e  develop  systematic  methods 
for  traveling  Friends  to  reach  out  to  groups  who 
are  like-minded  to  Friends  on  the  west  coast? 

6.  Would  it  be  well  if  each  meeting  suggested 
some  statements  of  its  ideals  and  practices,  so 
that  a body  of  common'  truth  could  be  published 
and  referred  to  as  our  book  of  Faith  and  Practice? 

7.  What  questions,  queries,  or  systematic  ar- 
rangement of  reporting  should  be  encouraged,  so 
that  at  Quarterly  or  Half-Yearly  Meetings  (we 
have  the  latter  now)  we  can  be  informed  of  one 
another’s  needs  and  can  enter  into  intelligent 
helpful  consideration  of  them? 

8.  What  kind  of  membership  standards 
should  be  maintained?  Would  we  encourage 
dual  membership  with  eastern  meetings? 

9.  How  might  a Yearly  Meeting  be  set  up? 

a.  By  letters  of  recommendation  from  Quar- 
terly and  Half-Yearly  meetings  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  Association? 

b.  By  our  appointing  a committee  at  Pacific 
Oaks  to  ask  the  American  Friends  Fellowship 
Council  to  send  a committee  to  actually  initiate 
our  Y.M.  when  we  are  ready? 

c.  By  our  committee  writing  letters  of  loving 
greeting  to  the  following  established  meetings  to 
explain  that  the  action  is  to  further  our  particular 
effectiveness,  but  that  we  are  together  in  traveling 
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Fritz  Kunkel  Links  Psychology 
and  Christianity 

The  widely-known  psychologist  from  Los  An- 
geles — Fritz  Kunkel  — has  just  concluded  an  im- 
portant ten-day  series  of  seminars  at  the  Friends’ 
Center  in  Seattle,  Washington.  The  author  of 
In  Search  of  Maturity  attracted  nearly  one  hun- 
dred persons  to  the  intensive  seminars  alone.  This 
large  group  included  members  of  University 
Friends’  Meeting,  a group  of  thirty  students  from 
the  adjacent  University  of  Washington,  social 
workers,  and  a majority  of  the  University  religi- 
ous directors. 

Fritz  Kunkel’s  message  has  become  increas- 
ingly a synthesis  of  psychological  with  religious 
concepts.  This  involves  no  warping  of  our  Chris- 
tian faith,  because  Fritz  Kunkel  has  a vital  un- 
derstanding of  the  important  elements  of  our  his- 
toric tradition.  Rather  it  involves  an  interpreta- 
tion in  fresh  and  vigorous  concepts  of  Christianity 
as  it  is  brought  to  bear  on  our  life  as  individuals 
and  in  society. 

At  the  same  time  Fritz  Kunkel  has  advanced 
the  maturity  of  psychology  as  a body  of  principles. 
One  significant  change  is  that  whereas  a few  years 
ago  he  advocated  that  most  persons  seek  the  help 
of  a psycho-analyst,  today  he  recognizes  that  such 
professional  aid  is  required  only  in  the  more  diffi- 
cult circumstances  and  that  the  average  person 
can  reach  maturity  “on  his  own.” 

Most  important  against  the  background  of  a 
behavoristic,  super-scientific  psychology  depart- 
ment in  the  University  is  Fritz  Kunkel’s  statement 
of  psychology  in  humanistic  and  religious  terms. 
He  expressly  repudiates  the  attempt  to  make 
psychology  scientific  and  proposes  instead  the 
thesis  that  psychology,  because  it  deals  with  the 
aspirations  and  purposes  of  human  beings,  is  es- 
sentially an  art,  instead. 

Asked  whether  he  believed  Christianity  had 
any  unique  contribution  to  make  to  the  growth  of 
personality,  Fritz  Kunkel  replied  that  the  Chris- 
tian faith  is  superior  to  all  others  because  it  posits 
a personal  after-life,  rather  than  an  impersonal 
immortality.  This  has  an  important  bearing  on 
our  view  of  old  age.  It  means,  says  Kunkel,  a 
reversal  of  the  typical  American  glorification  of 
the  young  and  pity  for  the  aged.  Instead  old  age 
can  and  should  be  the  most  thrilling  period  in 
life,  because  then  one  is  nearest  the  new  beginning 
which  is  called  death.  We  need  to  recover  one  of 
the  insights  of  the  Middle  Ages,  namely  the  art 
of  preparing  oneself  for  death.  “Preparation  for 
the  final  examination  is  a full-time  job  for  a digni- 
fied old  age.” 

Here  are  further  salient  points  from  my  notes 
of  Fritz  Kunkel’s  brilliant  lectures:  Dr.  Kunkel ’s 
basic  concern  is  similar  to  that  of  every  Christian 
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“minister,”  namely  that  of  helping  people  dis- 
cover the  abundant  life.  Most  people,  he  says, 
have  a curious  resistance  to  being  “kindled,”  to 
living  at  the  full.  The  most  tragic  characteristic 
of  the  unredeemed  man  is  not  hatred  but  lethargy. 
In  this  half-asleep  state,  the  average  American  is 
unaware  of  the  existence  of  others,  and  so  is  basic- 
ally selfish — a lonely  struggler. 

But  fortunately,  God  through  life  is  constant- 
ly prodding  us  with  illnesses,  social  frustrations, 
and  historical  catastrophes.  In  these  personal 
crises,  as  suffering  bears  in  upon  us,  lies  the  pos- 
sibility of  spiritual  growth.  If  we  accept  the  suf- 
fering without  evasion,  there  comes  a harnessing 
of  oneself  into  the  pattern  of  life.  The  unlived 
life  of  the  individual  bursts  forth  in  fire.  The 
burden  of  regret  which  one  has  borne  issues  in  an 
explosion  of  energy  which  demands  achievement. 
The  explosion  gives  man  that  double  contact  with 
God  and  with  the  evil  depths  of  life  which  is 
characteristic  of  the  greatest  saints. 

An  explosion  in  the  life  of  one  person,  Kunkel 
points  out,  sets  off  explosions  in  the  lives  of  oth- 
ers. Because  all  our  lives  influence  others,  all  suf- 
fering is  vicarious.  Therefore  our  own  private 
suffering  can  be  worthwhile  for  the  sake  of  the 
whole  community. 

Of  course  conversion  or  release  is  never  the 
end  but  only  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  life. 
Kunkel  stresses  that  the  Christian  must  constitute 
a channel  by  which  the  divine  light  is  brought 
into  the  lives  of  those  who  still  dwell  in  darkness. 

Kunkel  hurled  a challenge  at  the  conscientious 
objector.  If  our  attitude  is  that  we  stand  ready  to 
sacrifice  even  our  lives  if  the  government  so  re- 
quires, but  we  refuse  to  enter  the  army;  then  we 
are  like  John  the  Baptist.  Christ  differed  from 
this  passivity  in  that  he  purposefully  chose  the 
time  and  the  place  where  his  sacrifice  would  be 
of  greatest  use.  In  following  out  this  philosophy, 
Jesus  several  times  avoided  capture,  but  finally 
forced  the  Sanhedrin’s  hand  to  secure  his  exe- 
cution (1)  in  Jerusalem  (2)  at  the  time  of  the 
Passover.  This  is  the  kind  of  purposeful  invest- 
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toward  the  realization  of  the  Kingdom  of  God? 
California  Y.M.  (F)  {Oregon  Y.M.  (E) 

Iowa  Y.M.  (C)  Indiana  Y;M.  (F) 

Philadelphia  Y.M.  (G)  Canada  Y.M.  (F) 
d.  By  our  committee  helping  organize  pre- 
liminary routine  business  so  that  the  first  Yearly 
Meeting  can  be  devoted  to  spiritual  concern  and 
practical  endeavor? 

Friends  may  feel  that  the  foregoing  suggests 
moving  too  rapidly  in  this  matter.  Being  of  an 
active  and  practical  turn  of  mind,  and  fully  con- 
victed of  the  wisdom  of  the  establishment  of  a 
west  coast  Yearly  Meeting  now,  I have  rushed  in 
where  angels  might  fear  to  tread.  I sincerely  hope 
we  may  all  feel  a lively  concern  to  examine  the 
matter  in  the  light  afforded  by  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther, so  that  at  least  our  next  Pacific  Coast  AJsso- 
ciation  conference  can  discuss  the  matter  fully 
and  with  prepared  hearts  and  minds. 

— Robert  J.  Leach 


ment  of  life  which  should  characterize  the  Chris- 
tian. 

It  is  up  to  us,  says  Dr.  Kunkel,  to  accept  the 
dignity  and  the  hardship  of  being  children  of  God. 
If  we  decline  to  enter  the  arena,  through  fear  of 
the  pain  of  being  God’s  children,  we  will  go 
crazy.  The  Child  of  God,  like  God  Idimself,  must 
listen  to  all  the  discords  in  the  v/orld  and  find 
creative  solutions  for  them.  For  any  of  us  to  solve 
all  the  conflicts  of  humanity  is  of  course  an  im- 
possible task.  Yet  with  God  all  things  are  pos- 
sible. So  if  v/e  submit  ourselves  to  the  challenge 
of  life,  then  God  will  use  us  in  his  work  of  re- 
deeming the  darkness. 

— Robert  O.  Blood  Jr. 

Southern  California  Friends 
Fellowship  Meets 

Over  60  attended  the  S.C.F.F.  meeting  De- 
cember 8 at  the  University  Religious  Conference, 
near  U.C.L.A.,  with  Westwood  Friends’  Group 
as  hosts.  This  number  included  several  students 
from  the  University  of  Redlands,  Friends’  House 
near  U.S.C.,  and  U.C.L.A.  Quaker  Club. 

The  afternoon  session  began  with  a meeting 
for  worship,  after  which  there  were  general  self- 
introductions and  a period  for  the  expression  of 
concerns.  John  Way  reviewed  the  progress  of  Pa- 
cific Ackworth,  emphasizing  that  it  was  a pleas- 
ure to  teach  in  such  an  all-family,  all-school  par- 
ticipation as  has  developed  at  the  school.  Con- 
cerns were  discussed  regarding  the  growing  unrest 
of  C.P.S.  men  as  a result  of  slow  demobilization. 
The  citation  of  a recent  article  by  Dorothy 
Thompson  brought  up  discussion  of  the  contrasts 
between  the  American  standard  of  living  and 
those  of  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  considera- 
tion of  the  implications  of  this  in  relation  to  fu- 
ture peace. 

After  pot-luck  supper,  the  group  reconvened 
for  the  evening  session,  which  opened  with  a pe- 
riod of  silence.  Eubanks  Carsner,  Clerk  of  the 
meeting,  introduced  Miss  Adeline  Guenther,  exe- 
cutive secretary  of  the  University  Religious  Con- 
ference. Miss  Guenther  extended  a word  of  wel- 
come and  described  the  work  of  the  Religious 
Conference  and  the  function  of  the  Quaker  Club 
in  it. 

Katherine  McDermott  George  talked  on  the 
beginnings  of  the  Redlands  Quaker  group.  They 
meet  once  a week  for  study  and  once  for  silent 
worship.  There  were  ten  students  from  the  Red- 
lands University  among  them. 

Margaret  Simkin  introduced  two  students  of 
U.S.C.  who  told  about  the  intercultural  program 
at  Friends’  House. 

Laura  Lee  Knox,  president  of  the  U.C.L.A. 
group,  outlined  the  program  for  this  semester, 
the  topic  for  which  is  Labor. 

Ed  Worley  said  a few  words  regarding  the 
concern  of  the  Westwood  Friends’  Group  in  car- 
rying on  the  work  at  U.C.L.A. 

Leslie  Spelman  reported  on  visits  to  Friends’ 
student  groups  on  a number  of  campuses  in  the 
East  last  summer. 
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The  question  arose  as  to  whether  it  was  enough 
to  have  work  on  college  campuses  if  work  in  the 
lower  grades  was  inadequate. 

Ed  Morgenroth  spoke  of  the  plans  and  teach- 
ing program  at  Pacific  Oaks,  and  Ed  Sanders  of 
Pacific  Ackworth.  The  purpose  of  both  schools 
is  to  encourage  cooperative  rather  than  competi- 
tive spirit  and  to  tie  in  the  home,  since  it  is  dif- 
ficult for  a child  to  hold  his  home  training  in 
public  school  environment. 

Ella  Kube  asked  if  it  mattered  if  it  was 
“Quaker  education”  as  long  as  it  was  good  educa- 
tion. This  challenge  stimulated  interesting  re- 
sponse and  led  to  some  discussion  and  definition 
of  terms. 

Beatrice  Shipley  asked  whether  religion-spon- 
sored schools  produced  “hot  house  plants,”  un- 
able to  meet  the  outside  world.  It  was  felt  that 
this  was  not  necessarily  the  case. 

The  last  few  minutes  were  turned  over  for 
discussion  of  concerns.  Lewise  Langston  spoke 
about  the  fact  that  C.P.S.  men  upon  release  from 
camp  needed  most  to  have  friends  to  take  them 
into  their  homes  and  tide  them  over  the  first  pe- 
riod of  adjustment. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a short  period  of 
silence. 


Errata 

The  mistakes  made  in  the  listing  of  the  San 
Francisco  Meeting  in  the  Directory  published  in 
last  month’s  Bulletin  are  corrected  by  the  follow- 
ing note: 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MONTHLY  MEETING, 
held  at  Friends’  House,  1830  Sutter  St.,  San  Fran- 
cisco, California,  second  Sunday  at  12:00  noon. 

Clerk:  Arthur  D.  Hall,  1148  Oxford  Road, 
Burlingame,  Cal. 

Meeting  for  Worship,  11:00  a.m.  Sunday. 

Affiliation:  College  Park  Assn. 

We  thank  Friends  for  notifying  us  for  such 
errors  promptly. 


Book  of  the  Month 

The  Friendly  Persuasion  — Jessamyn  West; 
Harcourt,  Brace  & Co.,  publishers.  New  York. 
Price  $2.50. 

Here  is  a book  to  warm  the  heart.  Its  title 
suggests  that  its  main  theme  is  Quakerism;  yet 
somehow  or  other,  in  the  course  of  the  narratives, 
the  Quakerism  of  the  characters  becomes  secon- 
dary to  their  human  qualities.  This  makes  the 
book  stronger,  removing  it  as  it  does  from  the  field 
of  mere  local  color. 

The  colloquial  timbre  of  the  book  is,  however, 
its  most  endearing  quality.  Reading  of  this  farm 
family  of  Indiana  Friends  as  they  lived  and 
breathed  is  pure  enjoyment  to  those  of  us  who 
remember  even  the  remnants  of  pioneer  ancestry. 
Not  only  the  dialogue  is  full  of  friendly  rural 
expression,  but  the  expository  prose  itself  is  rich 
and  gay  with  the  best  vernacular.  This  gives  the 
book  a unified  style  which  fits  its  context  ad- 


mirably, yet  never  descends  to  an  artificial  pre- 
sentation of  the  picturesque. 

Jess  Birdwell,  birth-right  Irish  Friend,  and  his 
wife  Eliza,  recorded  Quaker  minister,  are  the 
leading  characters.  So  much  is  told  of  them,  so 
lovingly  are  they  painted,  that  all  the  other  char- 
acters in  the  book  are  subordinate.  One  need  not 
know — or  care — what  are  the  names  of  their 
seven  children,  and  their  many  friends;  Jess  and 
Eliza  are  so  solidly  done  that  the  reader  finds 
little  reason  to  expect  the  galaxy  of  dramatis  per^ 
sonae  with  which  so  many  writers  deceive  their 
audience. 

This  concentration  on  Jess  and  Eliza  does  not 
mean  that  other  characters  are  not  plainly  drawn, 
for  they  are.  Yet  they  seem  to  me  to  be  back- 
ground. As  background,  they  are  as  clearly  and 
feelingly  drawn  as  the  physical  settings  of  the 
story — in  detail  accurate  but  subdued.  The  re- 
sult is  that  the  book  becomes  a fascinating  study 
of  marriage,  and  adds  this  to  its  other  attractions. 

While  The  Friendly  Persuasion  is  fiction,  it  is 
not  a novel.  With  its  loosely  connected  chapters, 
it  forms  rather  a collection  of  delightful  stories, 
with  more  than  a hint  of  poetry  and  philosophy 
present  to.  put  meat  on  the  bones  of  incident. 

One  thing — and  one  thing  only — about  the 
book  “fashed”  me  a bit;  there  are  a couple  of 
chapters  which  build  up  to  a dramatic  climax 
they  do  not  achieve.  In  one  respect  this  is  a 
flaw;  but  in  another  way  it  is  a good  sign — a 
sign  that  Jessamyn  West  can  write  perhaps  better 
than  she  yet  knows.  One  certainly  hopes  she  will 
not  stop  with  her  first  success.  — ^J.  G. 


Divine  Worship 

When  one  reflects  upon  the  religious  under- 
standings of  Christians,  similarities  stand  out 
sharper  than  dissimilarities.  Protestants,  Catholics 
and  Quakers  are  all  concerned  about  doing  the 
will  of  God.  Each  group  has  its  strong  point  for 
achieving  that  end.  Protestants  find  comfort  in 
logic,  in  a fabric  of  self-  authenticating  evidence 
within  the  scriptures,  and  in  the  philosophic  bases 
of  theism.  Catholics  develop  an  imaginative  dis- 
cipline which  captures  life  at  the  emotional  and 
intuitional  levels.  Quakers  are  situated  at  the 
third  point  of  this  trinity  of  approach,  and  have 
dared  to  operate  on  the  utterly  radical  hypothesis 
that  worshippers,  without  specific  intellectual 
concept  or  specific  emotional  discipline,  can  and 
do  become  perfectly  aware  of  the  actual  presence 
of  God.  For  its  accomplishment  the  essential 
preparation  is  to  wait  expectantly  “in  the  silence 
of  all  flesh.” 

The  silence  of  all  flesh  is,  however,  a state  of 
relaxation  and  focus,  which  is  scarcely  ever 
achieved  by  the  newcomer  to  Friends’  meeting. 
It  usually  requires  many  months  of  sincere  at- 
tempts before  centering  into  such  silence  may  take 
place.  The  times  in  which  we  live  tend  to  dis- 
courage the  art  of  thinking  and  to  encourage  us 
to  fill  our  consciousness  with  the  rag-ends  of  su- 
perficial irrelevancies.  As  we  have  such  poorly 
disciplined  minds,  it  is  unrealistic  to  expect  the 
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inexperienced  to  harvest  fruits  which  require  the 
poise  of  the  whole  man,  not  only  of  his  mind. 

But  when  the  sincere  seeker  after  Truth  has 
achieved  an  inner  sense  of  balance,  proportion, 
dignity,  solemnity  and  quietness,  necessary  to 
centering  down  into  the  experience  of  God,  there 
are  left  two  requirements  to  be  met  before  the 
novitiate  can  authenticate  the  Quaker  worship 
hypothesis.  The  first  of  these  is  his  willingness 
to  abide  by  whatever  soul-shattering  knowledge 
may  derive  as  a by-product  of  the  experience.  In 
other  words  his  expectancy  must  have  no  limits 
of  consequences.  And  finally  in  his  search  for 
God’s  presence,  he  must  meet  with  God  searching 
for  him — the  double  search.  If  the  Lord  with- 
holds His  presence,  even  after  the  seeker  knows 
that  his  spirit  is  centered  down,  and  he  knov/s  he 
cannot  rest  until  he  rests  in  Him,  then  the  Pres- 
ence is  withheld  for  the  seeker’s  own  good.  When 
John  Woolman  said:  “Rejoice  in  all  things  and 
give  thanks.  This  is  sometimes  hard  to  come  at,” 
he  hit  the  problem  directly.  For  we  are  most 
surely  tempted  to  deny  the  possibility  of  God’s 
immediate  appearance  to  us  when  we  have  met 
the  requirements,  and  then  nothing  happens. 
What  we  need  is  confidence  that  God  will  visit 
us  when  it  is  best  for  our  own  welfare  at  His  own 
time  and  place.  Those  of  us  who  have  been  per- 
mitted a measure  of  the  Presence  of  God  know 
that  the  delay  was  the  essential  ingredient  in 
bringing  us  to  an  otherwise  unachievable  under- 
standing. 

We  should  feel  encouraged  that  sensitive 
complex  individuals  who  have  come  out  of  the 
sorrow  current  in  Europe  and  Asia,  are  most 
easily  reached  by  the  genius  of  the  Quaker  ap- 
proach to  God.  They  know  by  contrast  the  preci- 
ousness of  the  “silence  of  all  flesh,”  and  have 
been  so  stripped  of  security  as  to  be  willing  gen- 
erally to  accept  the  consequences  of  Quaker  ex- 
perience in  worship,  and  have  frequently  entered 
into  their  “day  of  visitation  from  the  Lord.”  Ex- 
amples such  as  present  themselves  here  should 
encourage  us  to  duplicate  George  Fox’s  creative 
awareness  of  the  states  and  conditions  of  all  men 
at  all  times.  In  some  respects  the  most  startling 
to  the  outsider  of  the  Quaker  claims  of  the  fruits 
of  worship  is  that  ability  to  participate,  in  spirit, 
in  experiences  far  removed  from  the  worshippers 
both  in  time  and  by  distance.  Here  is  found  one 
of  our  greatest  strengths,  for  we  may  know  not 
only  God  experimentally,  but  also  mankind  in  all 
types,  conditions  and  times. 

I am  interested  to  note  that  Friends  of  the 
conservative  tradition — conservative  in  the  sense 
of  conserving  the  best  in  our  heritage — advertise 
their  religious  gatherings  as  Meetings  for  Divine 
Worship.  In  one  sense  this  phrase  means  the 
worship  of  Divinity — of  God.  In  another  sense 
the  word  encompasses  an  adjectival  description 
of  the  kind  of  worship:  divine  worship,  which  is 
discriminated  by  that  term  from  human-con- 
trived worship,  which  worship  tends  to  dominate 
both  Protestant  and  Catholic  rites.  And  I,  for 
one,  am  willing  to  leave  the  phrase  “divine  wor- 
ship” in  the  forefront  of  our  consciousness,  if  by 

(Continued  on  page  6) 


Newsnotes 

San  Diego — The  meeting  very  much  misses  the 
enthusiastic  support  of  Isabel  Dodds,  who  has  recently 
returned  to  her  native  Scotland.  Isabel  Dodds  was 
probably  the  only  living  performer  on  the  Irish  harp 
— a duphcate  of  one  of  the  few  bardic  harps  now  in 
existence,  the  original  being  in  the  British  Museum. 
She  was  convinced  during  the  first  World  War  when 
she  worked  in  Prance  with  Joan  Fry  and  Hilda  Clark. 
Having  a fluent  speaking  knowledge  of  several  Euro- 
pean languages,  she  made  herself  indispensable  to 
the  Friends’  program  of  relief  and  reconstruction. 

Joshua  L.  Baily,  Jr. 

Riverside — Leslie  Spelman  has  returned  to  his 
pK)st  at  Redlands  University,  after  several  months  of 
graduate  work  at  Yale.  He  was  able  to  visit  six  C.P.S. 
units  and  nine  Friends’  Meetings,  and  to  attend  the 
Meeting  Worker’s  Institute  at  Pendle  Hill  en  route 
. . . In  connection  with  Pkrends’  testimony  for  race 
equality,  one  member  of  the  meeting  serves  as  an 
officer  in  the  local  N.A.A.C.P.  and  another  as  secretary 
of  the  Riverside  Interracial  Monthly  Breakfast  Club, 
held  at  6:30  a.m.  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month. 

Eubanks  Carsner 

Los  Angeles — ^Los  Angeles  Meeting  recently  moved 
from  the  Mt.  Hollywood  Congregational  Church  to  the 
newly  established  International  Friends’  House,  1137 
W.  37th  Place,  housing  eight  students.  Robert  and 
Margaret  Simkin,  formerly  of  West  China  Union 
University,  are  in  charge  of  the  house  . . . Los  Angeles 
Meeting  is  concerned  to  help  C.P.S.  men  with  extra 
funds  and  gifts  ...  A half-scholarship  to  the  Youth 
Camp  at  Quaker  Meadow,  which  is  imder  the  care  of 
A.P.S.C.,  was  granted  . . . One  member  of  the  meeting 
has  been  able  to  procure  much  tom  clean  linen  which 
the  meeting  sends  with  other  items  for  A.P.S.C.  relief. 

Pacific  Oaks — An  Educational  Conference  was  held 
at  Pacific  Oaks  Saturday,  January  19,  from  10  a.m.  to 
4 p.m.  Thirty-five  or  forty  persons  were  present  to 
discuss  the  problem  of  secondary  education  in  general. 
Evan  Thomas,  Director  of  Cottonwood  School  at 
Murietta,  California,  talked  of  his  school  in  the  morn- 
ing. After  a picnic  lunch  on  the  campus,  an  open  dis- 
cussion of  secondary  education  ensued.  Edwin  Mor- 
genroth  presided  over  the  entire  meeting,  with  Clar- 
ence Yarrow  assisting  him  in  the  afternoon.  A more 
detailed  report  of  the  conference  will  be  issued  in  a 
later  Bulletin  . . , Walter  Lewis  of  Gate,  Oklahoma, 
met  with  Friends  at  Pacific  Oaks  two  Sunday  after- 
noons, January  20  and  27,  to  discuss  “Friends  and 
Frontiers.”  This  is  the  first  of  a series  of  meetings  to 
be  arranged  with  visiting  Friends.  If  readers  would 
like  to  receive  notices  of  these  events,  please  notify 
Pacific  Oaks  . . . The  nursery  School  continues 
with  full  enrollment  of  65  children.  The  waiting  list 
has  been  somewhat  reduced.  The  second  term  begins 
February  11,  and  a summer  term  will  run  from  June 
10  to  August  8 ...  A morning  meeting  for  worship 
is  held  every  day  at  Pacific  Oaks  from  8:00  to  8:20. 
Friends  are  most  welcome  to  attend  these  meetings. 

Orange  Grove,  Pasadena — ^The  meeting  has  lost 
by  death  two  valued  attendants — Katherine  Fanning, 
on  January  17,  and  Ken  Coles  on  January  21  . . . 
Horace  and  Emily  Eaton  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and 
Ashton  Jones  and  his  wife  of  the  Kickapoo  monthly 
meeting  in  Oklahoma,  are  traveling  in  this  area. 

Villa  Street,  Pasadena — Last  monthly  meeting  was 
especially  well  attended.  Before  regular  business  was 
taken  up  Mary  Ward,  formerly  of  Westtown,  spoke 
upon  early  Friends.  Interest  in  opposing  peacetime 
conscription  and  sending  gifts  to  CPS  men  claimed 
the  attention  of  the  group  . . . Queries  and  answers 
were  read  and  Elwood  and  Mary  Thomasson  were  ap- 
pointed to  forward  our  reports  to  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing. Alfred  and  Alice  Heald  were  appointed  elders. 
The  subject  of  preparing  a memorial  for  our  dear 
late  friend,  Alva  J.  Smith,  claimed  the  attention  of 
the  meeting  also. 

Pliny  Gregory 
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Claremont — This  meeting  was  established  five 
years  ago  “as  a haven  of  meditation  and  a source 
of  strength  in  wartime.”  Only  three  of  the  group  are 
Friends;  others  are  members  of  the  Wider  Quaker 
Fellowship.  Occasionally  there  is  a discussion  group 
following  meeting.  There  has  been  a slow  steady 
growth  of  participants. 

Hugh  Hamilton 

Palo  Alto — Palo  Alto  Friends  have  had  two  supper 
meetings  during  the  fall.  One  at  Augustus  Murray’s 
old  home  was  presided  over  by  Gerda  Isenberg,  who 
recounted  her  travels  among  Friends  in  the  east,  in- 
cluding a visit  to  Pendle  Hill.  The  second  meeting 
was  addressed  by  Everett  Dean,  who  gave  his  obser- 
vations of  conditions  in  Germany  where  he  traveled 
in  behalf  of  the  U.S.  Army  sports  program.  A petition 
was  sent  to  Washington,  asking  for  the  opening  of 
German  mails  so  that  food  parcels  can  be  sent  to 
particular  needy  families  . . . On  December  20  an 
annual  holiday  party  was  held  again  jointly  with  the 
Zion  Methodist  Society  . . . The  Elton  Truebloods  will 
soon  be  leaving  for  Earlham  College  where  he  will 
become  Professor  of  Philosophy  after  a mission  to 
Europe  on  behalf  of  the  A.F.S.C.  ...  A good  number 
of  food  packages  have  been  sent  out  by  members  of 
the  meeting. 

Mary  M.  G.  Hansen 

Berkeley — ^The  meetinghouse  continues  to  be  the 
center  of  activities  for  C.P.S.,  N.S.B.R.O.,  W.R.L., 
F.O'.R.,  A.F.S.C.  clothing  service  and  the  Northern 
California  Service  Board.  Every  Wednesday  all-day 
sewing  occupies  the  meetinghouse  . . . Help  for 
Japanese-Americans  has  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
membership  generally. 

Hannah  R.  Erskine 

Elkton— Elkton  Monthly  Meeting  was  laid  down 
at  its  concluding  session  December  2,  1945.  The  camp 
has  since  been  closed,  the  largest  proportion  of  its 
personnel  being  sent  to  Big  Plats,  New  York.  At  the 
last  monthly  meeting  the  first  three  queries  were  con- 
sidered and  answered  and  a letter  was  approved  to  be 
sent  out  generally  to  PYiends  in  the  United  States. 
This  letter  raises  the  moral  issues  involved  in  Friends’ 
participation  and  v/ithdrawal  from  C.P.S.  Three  lec- 
tures in  Quaker  theory  and  practice  were  given  in 
camp  just  before  its  closing  . . . Robert  Leach  writes 
that  he  is  now  located  atop  the  Blue  Ridge  in  Vir- 
ginia in  the  C.P.S.  unit  at  Mt.  Weather.  “Prom  this 
vantage  point  I can  reconstruct  the  great  press  west- 
ward of  American  Quakerism  which  now  flowers  on 
the  west  coast.  For  it  was  through  the  neighboring 
Hopewell  Monthly  Meeting  that  eastern  seaboard 
Quakers  poured  as  through  a funnel  westward  past 
Pittsburgh  and  out  into  the  Ohio  and  Indiana  country. 
Last  First-day  I was  privileged  to  attend  monthly 
meeting  at  Hopewell  meetinghouse,  where  concerned 
Friends  are  seeking  ways  to  get  food  to  Germany  and 
Japan.  (Hopewell  Meeting  still  has  Friends  to  carry 
forward  spiritual  concern  as  do  their  westward  cous- 
ins.) The  meetinghouse  is  a magnificent  specimen  of 
colonial  Georgian  stone  commanding  a wide  view  over 
the  Shenandoah  Valley.  It  boasted  a thousand  mem- 
bers before  the  Revolution.” 

Eugene — iPamilies  interested  in  Quaker  worship  in 
Eugene  were  visited  by  a committee  from  Elkton 
Monthly  Meeting  and  a sincere  attempt  to  revive  reg- 
ular meetings  for  worship  was  made.  Norman  Whitney 
addressed  the  first  of  these  with  a consideration  of 
the  state  of  the  Society. 

Nancy  Meyers 

Corvallis — Monthly  discussion  groups  held  the  first 
Wednesday  at  7:30  p.m.  have  claimed  lively  attention. 
The  first  of  these  was  held  at  the  Linneau  home,  the 
second  at  the  Chambers  home.  Consideration  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Inner  Light  claimed  most  attention 
. . . Recent  visitors  include  Robert  Leach,  Ward,  Frank 
and  Ross  Miles  and  Norman  Whitney. 


Portland — The  first  meeting  of  a group  of  Friends 
and  their  friends  was  held  in  Portland  at  the  Manly 
Community  Center,  2828  Front  Street,  on  December  2. 
The  second  meeting  followed  a week  later,  and  weekly 
meetings  were  planned  thereafter.  The  group  numbers 
about  a dozen — all  pacifists.  Adena  Joy  of  Lewis  and 
Clark  College  is  serving  as  correspondent.  Traveling 
Friends  are  encouraged  to  stop  by,  especially  since 
hospitality  is  offered  by  Robert  Hungerford  and  by 
International  House  . . . Randolph  Hutchins  keynoted 
the  organization  meeting  of  the  Joint  Cosmopolitan 
(inter-racial)  Club  of  First  Congregational  and  First 
Christian  Churches  in  Portland  the  first  week  in 
December. 

Seattle — Activities  continue  full  at  the  Friends’ 
Center  which  is  being  enlarged.  Fritz  Kunkel  ap- 
peared as  speaker  in  a seminar  on  psychiatry  (See 
page  1,  this  Bulletin).  Recent  visitors  were  Rhys 
Davies,  Welsh  Parliament  member;  Andre  Trocme, 
French  FOR  leader;  and  A.  J.  Muste,  American  FOR 
leader  . . . University  Meeting  was  host  to  Robert 
Leach  for  ten  days  last  month,  when  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Ministry  and  Counsel  he  visited  most  of 
the  families  of  the  meeting.  He  gave  four  talks  spon- 
sored by  the  meeting  on  the  faith  and  practice  of 
Friends,  and  four  other  talks  on  allied  subjects  . . . 
Douglas  Steere  is  next  expected  to  visit  tlfe  meeting 
at  Puget  Sound  Quarterly  Meeting  time.  Most  of  his 
energies  will  be  directed  toward  encouraging  Finnish 
relief  in  the  city  of  Seattle  . . . Discussions  of  the 
London  Yearly  Meeting  discipline  have  taken  place 
Sundays  preceding  meeting  for  worship  . . . Don  and 
Alura  Dodd  are  parents  to  a recently-born  son.  The 
adult  class  at  Sunday  school  is  at  present  devoted  to 
Friends’  testimonies.  Paul  and  Jean  Johnson  are  deal- 
ing with  the  peace  testimony,  and  Frederick  Elkington 
with  the  prison  testimony  . . . Beth  Fenton  was  ad- 
mitted to  membership  last  monthly  meeting  ...  A 
mid-week  meeting  for  worship  has  been  established 
on  Thm-sdays  at  8:00  p.m.  . . . Kenneth  Schmoe,  of 
the  C.P.S.  unit  at  Glendora  is  convalescing  from 
poliomyelitis  at  White  Memorial  Hospital,  312  N. 
Boyle,  Los  Angeles. 

Tacoima — The  newest  meeting  on  the  coast,  while 
patterned  on  the  Quaker  model,  does  not  have  any 
member  of  the  Society  in  its  group.  Several  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Wider  Quaker  Fellowship  and  appreciate 
the  Bulletin  and  other  connections  with  Friends  . . . 
Robert  Leach  visited  a score  of  friends  of  the  Friends 
for  a group  consideration  of  silent  worship  . . . 
Tacoma  Meeting  is  having  a very  successful  study 
series  in  the  Sharman  course  “Jesus  as  Teacher.”  For 
this  they  meet  each  Monday  evening  at  Stanley  Shaw’s 
home. 

Kootenay — ^Visitors  in  recent  months  have  in- 
cluded Howard  Elkington  and  Robert  Lam  who  were 
in  the  district  in  the  interest  of  the  Doukabors.  Later 
Monica  Brown  and  Harvie  Hoyland  of  the  home  meet- 
ing in  Vancouver  were  at  Kootenay.  A public  meeting 
for  worship  wa,s  held  at  Walker’s  Landing  at  that  time. 
Later,  when  Rossi  and  David  Lawley  visited,  there  was 
another  appointed  meeting  in  town  . . . Some  parcels 
of  food  have  been  sent  to  needy  persons  in  Europe. 

Dorothy  Graham  Brown 

Vancouver — Harvie  Hoyland  made  a very  accept- 
able visitor  in  Seattle  last  month  to  encourage  closer 
connection  between  American  and  Canadian  F-iends 
. . . The  Vancouver  meetinghouse  is  used  actively  by 
the  local  F.O.R.  and  for  other  similar  purposes. 

NOTE:  Correspondents  from  all  the  local  meetings 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  are  encouraged — and  urged — to 
keep  the  Bulletin  alive  by  the  nourishment  which  is 
afforded  it  through  receiving  regular  news.  With 
Robert  Leach  now  in  the  east,  perhaps  it  would  be 
well  if  his  particular  correspondents  will  send  their 
items  and  articles  direct  to  Phillip  Wells,  Pacific  Oaks, 
714  W.  California  St.,  California.  We  appreciate 
Friends  continuing  cooperation. — (Editor). 
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(Continued  from  Page  4) 

that  term  we  actually  do  express  that  our  worship 
is  unique  in  that  whatever  happens  or  is  said  has 
resulted  from  the  ingrafting  of  the  mind  of  Christ 
upon  our  own  minds  and  opens  our  understand- 
ing to  the  authentic  presence  of  God  in  the  midst 
of  men  in  every  possible  condition. 

Our  worship  is  essential  to  our  religion  be- 
cause our  authority  is  derived  simply  from  the 
pulsating  tenderness  of  the  immanent  felt  pres- 
ence of  God.  When  we  lose  our  ability  to  re- 
spond, or  vision  of,  or  stick-to-it-iveness  to  the 
cardinal  principle  of  divine  worship,  we  begin  to 
utilize  second-hand  substitutions.  One  Friend 
with  whom  I conferred  recently  on  this  subject — 
one  who  has  been  described  as  “a  rightly  exercized 
Friend” — indicated  how  historically  we  Quakers 
have  substituted  organization  in  the  the  place  of 
experiential  assurance.  The  word  he  gave  to  it 
was  “Churchianity.”  Without  intending  invidious 
comparison  with  our  fellow  non-Quaker  Chris- 
tians, may  we  not  ask  ourselves  what  function  is 
left  to  the  Society  of  Friends  if  we  have  adopted 
programs,  disciplines  and  attitudes  which  are  es- 
sentially of  their  genius,  not  ours?  If  we  depend 
upon  reason,  or  a systematically  outlined  ladder 
of  prayer,  we  have  replaced  worship  with  organi- 
zation; we  have  replaced  “primitive  Christianity 
revived”  with  modern  Churchianity. 

In  concluding  consideration  of  divine  worship, 
I would  re-emphasize  what  we  should  all  know: 
that  we  alone  of  historical  movements  in  the 
Christian  tradition  have  dared  to  believe  that 
we  can  corporately  experience  truth,  and  have 
built  into  our  character  the  ability  to  live  an 
uncompromising  corporate  testimony  to  Truth. 
The  beginning,  accomplishment  and  end  of 


Friends’  unique  witness  is  not  short  term,  but 
eternal,  trust  in  God.  We  should  ask  ourselves 
frequently  if  we  are  fully  trusting  in  our  several 
gatherings  for  worship  on  the  West  Coast  and 
elsewhere,  so  that  they  may  rightly  be  called 
Friends’  Meetings  for  Divine  Worship. 

— Robert  J.  Leach 


OPEN  LETTER  TO  FRIENDS  FROM  THE  MONTHLY 
MiEETING  AT  THE  CIVILIAN  PUBLIC  SERVICE 
CAMP  AT  ELKTON,  OREGON 

11th  month,  11th,  1945 
called  “Armistice  Day’’ 

Dear  Friends: 

It  will  be  doubtless  many  years  before  we  can 
truly  evaluate  the  effects  of  religious  administration 
in  Civilian  Public  Service.  Nevertheless,  we  feel  con- 
cerned that  the  termination  of  the  A.P.S.C.  program 
on  Third  Month  2nd,  1946  shall  not  be  thought  of 
merely  as  the  ending  of  a contractual  obligation  but 
as  the  rejection  of  a human  relationship  which  has 
developed  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Society. 

We  believe  that  the  attempt  to  carry  on  a pro- 
gram in  which  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  relig- 
ious agency  while  the  authority  remains  largely  with 
the  government  has  proved  to  be  an  administrative 
anomoly  and  to  a large  degree  unworkable  in  practice. 
As  a result  the  Service  Committee  has  not  been  able 
to  make  its  maximum  contribution,  and  it  has  even  at 
times  had  to  make  decisions  on  the  basis  of  its  admin- 
istrative relationship  in  C.P.S.  rather  than  to  support 
the  individual  consciences  of  the  men  in  the  program. 

More  important  we  believe  that  the  compulsive 
features  of  conscription  have  bulked  so  large  in  the 
minds  of  many  men  that  the  spiritual  message  of  the 
Society  has  been  hampered  in  its  expression.  While 
it  is  true  that  rare  individuals  can  in  the  words  of 
John  Woolman,  “find  a refuge  in  adversity  superior  to 
the  greatest  outward  helps  and  a comfort  more  sure 
than  any  worldly  advantage  can  offer”  nevertheless  a 
large  number  of  us  have  not  been  able  to  do  so  nor 
have  been  able  to  dissociate  the  Service  Committee 
from  its  role  as  the  agent  of  the  government  in  the 
enforcement  of  discipline. 

We  feel  further  that  too  seldom  have  the  efforts 
of  a hard  working  staff  in  Philadelphia  and  in  the 
camps  been  acknowledged.  And  while  we  are  deeply 
appreciative  of  the  spiritual  and  financial  support  of 
PTiends,  there  has  not  been  enough  concerned  visi- 
tation from  outside  C.P.S.  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
the  situation  as  it  is  and  the  Quaker  ideal.  ’This  we 
realize  is  but  one  manifestation  of  the  spiritual  weak- 
ness of  our  Society,  a weakness  which  we  ourselves  in 
the  days  ahead  must  do  our  part  to  overcome. 

While  we  recognize  only  too  well  the  extent  to 
which  those  of  us  in  C.P.S.  have  failed  to  meet  the 
situation  in  a creative  spirit,  we  feel  it  right  to  draw 
attention  to  the  above  factors  when  reviewing  the 
whole  question  of  Friends  relationship  to  Civilian 
Public  Service. 

We  are  in  love  your  friends, 

Elkton  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  held  this  day 
Robert  J.  Leach,  Clerk. 
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